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                  PROGRAM COMPONENTS 
Family Promise is a nonprofit 501(c)3, non-denominational organization for families in transition.  There are over 166 Affiliates in 42 states.  There are over 5000 congregations and 135,000 volunteers making up these Networks.   Additionally there are 53 more Networks developing.

The Family Promise Network Program brings shelter, meals, and support services to families without homes. Family Promise Networks are a cost-efficient, effective, and replicable community response to family homelessness. Because they make use of existing community resources, they can be implemented quickly, without major start-up costs. There are six basic components to a Network Program.

1. Host/Support Congregations: The hosting of families rotates weekly among the Host Congregations in the Network. In turn, each host congregation provides lodging, three meals a day, and caring hospitality 3-4 times a year.  The ideal number of Hosting Congregations is 13.  The Support Congregations may not have the physical space available to Host, but provide much needed volunteers, supplies and finances.  

2. Day Center: Guests use a local Day Center from approximately 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, where the Family Promise Network Director, a professional social worker, provides case management services. There, guests pursue employment, tend pre-school children, shower, and do laundry. The day center provides guests with a mailing address and a base for housing and employment searches. Many guests are employed during the day, while older children attend school.  

3. Transportation: The Family Promise Network van transports guests to and from the Day Center.  Some Networks have an additional vehicle to carry bedding and personal belongings to the next Host Congregation.  The vehicle is also used to collect any donations made to the Network.  

4.  Fundraising: Since the Network is a 501(c)3 the organization is financed through donations, grants and fundraising. The 1st year annual budget is $100,000 - $125,000.

5. Social Service Agencies: Family Promise works in collaboration with other Social Service agencies.  Local social service agencies refer families to the Network and may also help guests find or provide housing, jobs, and other needed services.  

6. Volunteers: Volunteers are essential to our success and provide a wide range of services like cooking and serving meals, playing with children or helping them with homework, interacting with guests with respect and compassion, and providing overnight security. The Network depends on its success through its volunteers.

TYPICAL HOST WEEK
During the week there are approximately 50 slots for volunteers.  Some congregations have a different member for each slot; others have volunteers take on multiple roles.  Volunteers come from the host and support congregations and are assigned duties by the Volunteer Coordinators—members of the host congregation who oversee the week.

 Sunday:

(A Network truck or van arrives in the afternoon with cots and the families’ personal belongings to be set up in designated space.

(Guest families arrive at the Host congregation Sunday evening.  The rooms for the families and the common area have been set up prior to the arrival.

Each night of hosting:
(Families settle in, relax and meet the coordinators and the evening volunteers. At 6:00 PM dinner is served family style. Guests and volunteers share the meal together.  Families are responsible for their children and help with clean up and chores.


(After dinner, volunteers fellowship with families. Hosts and their families play games, help with homework, watch videos, 
or just talk.

(Food for lunch
 is available in the kitchen area and parents make sack lunches for their families for the following day.

(Adults turn in around 10:00 PM; children at appropriate earlier bedtimes.  Wake up is around 6:00 AM.  2 Volunteers will spend the night at the congregation. 


(Breakfast is served around 6:30 AM during the week; typically cereal and other convenient foods.  The Network van picks the families up at 7:00 AM.

During the day (Families are not at the congregation):


(The Driver takes guests to the Day Center.  From there, children will go to school and the parents to their jobs.  In the afternoon the reverse is done.


(If the parents do not have a job, they work with the Director at the Day Center to seek employment, housing, and other resources to help them regain their independence. The Day Center has bathrooms with showers and other necessities to prepare for the day.


(Everyone returns to the Host Congregation around 5:30 PM and the cycle repeats.

Saturday:
(On Saturday the families can sleep in and enjoy a hot breakfast (pancakes or bacon and eggs).  Families go back to the Day Center and do what families typically do on weekends—see friends and relatives, take children to activities, etc.  

The next Sunday:

(On Sunday the families are packed up and out of the facilities prior to Sunday services.  They are taken to the Day Center for the day until it is time to move on to the next congregation.  Families that want to attend services will usually do so at their own congregations; some may choose to worship at a host congregation.

…and the next host congregation begins its week

First Place

We are off to a great start this fall.  First Place has a new Bible study called better together that we are enjoying immensely.  Each week we study a Christian trait that makes us better together such as fellowship, patience, harmony.  Stay tuned for information about our next class and consider joining our group which meets on Thursday nights at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  You can check out the program at www.firstplace4health.org or contact Sandy or Sally
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	        Youth Ministry Team

Check out their calendar at: 

www.localendar.com/public/jessnix
Please pray for this ministry team 

and for our youth!
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                     Choir News

“Night of the Father‘s Love” is the musical the choir is learning.  This musical will be presented December 11th, 11:00 am.  We always welcome new singers to our choir.  Rehearsals are scheduled on Wednesday evening at 7:00.       

As always, my prayer is God will hold us close as we fill this world with His song. 

Arlen 

[image: image6.jpg]



         QUIILTING   CLASS

Quilting class will be meeting on Tuesday’s after Bible Study around 12:00 pm. For more information about the class contact June Shunk or Juanita Crumley. 

    Remember –Respond- Run

2nd Annual Remember-Respond-Run R3- 5K is planned for Nov. 6th. Funds raised support scholarships for 2 WCHS graduates who plan on becoming teachers. The awards are given in memory of White County Educators who lost their battles with cancer. Ore-registration now thru October 29th is $15 and after that and race day is $20. A flyer and registration form will soon be linked to White Co.  Schools website,

www.white.k12.ga.us
The race begins at Mossy Creek UMC at 3:00. Registration begins at 1:00. The kid’s 1 mile fun rum will begin at 3:45 after the 5K.
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Charge Conference

Charge conference is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 at 11:00 in the sanctuary.
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Sunday School News

	We are having a great time in Sunday school this fall semester.... new curriculum, some new classes, and great fellowship and learning time!  We are still in need of several  substitute teachers, so if you feel like God may be calling you into the children's ministry please get in touch with MaryBeth Blair at 706-809-2991.  Sunday School starts at 10 am.... won't you join us??
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Fall Family Fun Fest

Everyone is invited to lunch and an afternoon at the corn maze. More info available soon. 
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Congratulations

To Rev. Dale Shunk who is going to be inducted into the Wesley Woods Hall of Fame for his many years of service at Camp Wesley Woods in Pennsylvania. He was a counselor for many years and started the Astrology camp. This is June Shunk’s son. 

Happy  Birthday

October 1

Beverly Autry

October 2

Teresa Brown

October 3

Kayla Everett

James Murphey

October 5

Amanda Goldman

October 6

Sandra Capps

Robert Hodges

October 7

Kay Head

Keith Horn

Adriane Dorsey

October 8

Mary Alexander

October 10

Karan Sosebee

Freda McAvoy

October 11

Jane Joyner

October 12

Barbara Head

Juanita Crumley

October 13

Amanda Keck

Charl Sosebee
Happy Anniversary

October 6

Mark & Connie Keck

October 7

NU & Annette Turpin

Keith & Donna Nordan

Joe & Sharmi Thor

Happy  Birthday

October 15

Bill lanham

Katherine Sledge

October 16

Emily Gerrells

Elaine Thomas

Louise Dorsey

October 17

Nella Keene

Leone Palmer

October 18

Algene Pardue

October 19

Atticus Hicks

October 20

Tim Puckett

October 23

Jesse Crump

October 26

Gayla Hall

October 27

Eli Crumley

October 29

Nanci Hicks

October 31

Erika Mavity

Happy Anniversary

October 8

Tim & Ann Puckett

October 18

John & Jane Joyner

October 26

Mike & Tracy Dorsey







